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The country that evolved into Iraq was originally called Sumer and was comprised of many independent cities ruled by monarchs. Around 2302 BC warlike tribes called the Amurru conquered and united most of Mesopotamia. The leader of these tribes was Sargon I. Sargon I and subsequent kings who ruled Mesopotamia conquered many lands to the east almost to India and west almost to Egypt. In 2225 BC Akkadians warriors conquered Mesopotamia and merged their nation and Mesopotamia into Babylonia. Babylonia was a monarchy and lasted from 2225 to 331 BC. Although the basic form of government was a monarchy, Babylonia had a complex legal system in which not only punishment was dictated but also monetary fines and compensation were used.
In 331 BC Alexander the Great conquered the entire Persian Empire, including Babylonia. When he died in 323 BC at the age of 35 his Empire was divided into three separate nations. The nation occupying what is now Iraq was the Seleucid monarchy. Seleucus thus became the ruler of most of Babylonia. From that time to 256 BC the area Iraq occupies was controlled by the Persians, the Greeks, and the Parathions in a series of short lived disorderly monarchies. At 256 BC the Bactria ruled Mesopotamia in a monarchy until the Romans conquered Mesopotamia in 39 BC. In 198 AD the Romans fled Mesopotamia. Persia later expanded to the Euthphrates and had a monarchy.

In 633 AD the Arab Bedouin Tribe conquered Mesopotamia. In this monarchy, whenever a king died the descendents of that king would fight for the throne of Mesopotamia. Baghdad was created in 762 AD. The Mongols captured Baghdad in 1258 and Mesopotamia entered a period of decline. After 1260 the Turks moved into Baghdad and controlled Mesopotamia in a monarchy.

Imperial British forces occupied Iraq in World War I and controlled Iraq. When the League of Nations was created, Britain peacefully set up a constitutional monarchy that was put into effect in 1925 in Iraq. Legislative power was vested in a parliament consisting of a Chamber of Deputies and a Senate who were appointed by the King of Iraq. In 1942 amendments to the Iraqi constitution gave the King even more power over the Legislative branch of Iraq. In 1945 Iraq joined the United Nations.

In 1958, in a revolt led by the Iraqi general Karim Kassem, the king was overthrown and the country was proclaimed a republic. On February 8, 1963 General Kassem was overthrown by a group of officers, most of them members of the radical Baath party. General Abdul Salam Arif then became president. On July 17, 1968, General Arif's government was overthrown in a revolt, and Major General Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr, was appointed head of the Revolutionary Command Council. In 1979 Saddam Hussein came into power.
Iraq is a Republic in which the people elect 220 out of 250 seats in the unicameral National Assembly and the President elects 30 of the seats, the Legislature of Iraq who serve four year terms. The people also elect the Revolutionary Command Council. The Revolutionary Command Council determines who will be the President of Iraq every 4 years. The President of Iraq holds most of the power in Iraq and elects the primary members of the executive branch.

The concept of checks and balances keeps one person or institution from holding too much power in the US government. However, the government of Iraq doesn’t utilize this concept and thus Saddam Hussein holds most of the power in Iraq. That is why the Iraqi government would not work if it were utilized in the US because US citizens would not support a regime like the one in Iraq. Iraq is not more successful than the US, for instance the per-capita in Iraq is $2,000 where the US per-capita is over $20,000. There is no rule or law in Iraq that would benefit the US Government. 
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